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Inthe-microcosm-ofguitars—and-related-hardware_there
are-times-when-ripping-up-the-rulebook=and-designing
somethir aLcording to—a-completely-unorthodex f
strateg sultsSin-some-abominationthatgo
up-in-seconds-and meetsits doomoneBayalon _.lde
scores-ofothernovelty-collectibles—Fortunatelis
however_the-same-principle-of-hbreaking-with-fradition
andforging-into-the-unknown-isthe-reasonforthe-most
dramatic-advances and innovations-in the-way we play
guitarand-howwe-sound.
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-It's super modification-friendly,

Soundsamazing...
composed entirely of strengths?

TAfter deiving overit
about 15 times with a
pickip teuck it developed
aslight dent, so we
increased the steel thickness
to 12-pauge. We haven't
had any further problems.”

Firstpublizhed in-Gatanst dustalalzzus#0%

is the Flexi-50
prev 140
THE amplifiersareatextbook-exampleofthelatter category_Headed
by electron | dl’d /'i'xndy Marshall -- no relation to Jirm - the

es uncompramising products

sregard for dusty conventions, The
rmally to-makeamplifiers thatsoundjustas
good on the record as they do onstage and in the r rsal studio,
Andjustasimportantiy to-keepthe prices oftheseincredibleamps
low enough for thern to be attainable for the average guitarist,

companys aimis

THD Flexi-b0: sight and touch

The-Flexi-50's-layoutis—as-economic-asitis-accessible_lf's—alot
shorter, and therefnre Iighter, than-a-standard-long-head=—plus_the

ringloaded-bolts —whose-heads
arg-striated-around the-perimeterio facilitate removabwithoutthe-nesd
fortools—And-heing-acaptive-boltdesign_they-have-no-chance-of
rofling-oftyourworkbenchto-be-lostoreverinthe-guts-ofthatold
stereo-youre-goingiorepaicany-month-now

Everything-onthe—e s-clearly-labelled —includingthe
extensive-listofwhat powerand preampvalvescan-be-usedioreplace
the-standard-issue-units_There-is-also-a-highly-comprehensive-manual
with-the—amplifier==including-a-step-by-step-how{o on-changing-and
biasing-powertubes—Those-guitarists-who-regard-biasing-yourown
amp-as tantamounttoone-ofthe-blackcars Ay welltake-hearathow
straightforward-itactuallyis-when-explainedin mmplp terms.

Onthe-Flexi-50's-neatfrontpanel framile hesinputjack
wolume treble_middle —and-bass-controls then-apairofpots
controlling uit=Gain-is-self-explanatory —while—Tone-does
thejob-ofasummed-E ction=flotintended-as-an-entire-second
channel the-two-controls-nevertheless-allowforasignificantdifference
invoicing-when-you-punchihe-circuit

trached with-fou
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"Wany owners of this amplifier -- no mailer how diverse their playing styles -- may be of
{hie secrel opinion that the Fiexi-oi was buili exciusively for their musical anngrapnm“

are the (defeatable) mq
glance, Cut is

5 oppnoed to
: output Unhlfv negative-
. however, the Cut lifts overall
brightness without affec : i
Beneath theinput iz
yellow LED rna

Therearpanel
the AC in ;
both power tube' Thpre are-Hdin-send :md mtum
» it of jac
frorm the unkillable foots :
5 ‘switch input with
this-togales yourinputlevel
ver the boost is activated,
Above the balanced TRS line out is an a iated level
contral, WhllF‘ below it s a switch to fi either line or
Theamplifier
which, coupled with
frorm 2 to 16 Ohm
Ca Ard o got ta lo arnp that is individually
autographed-byits maker.
One of the truly admirable thin
how well-suited it is to the need
player. Whether you' intermedia
that first hot valve rig, or the eeaﬂuned pro

Jtagp plus sorme equally Frankenstinian
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Captive bolts:
hoo-yah!

And you can undo
them by hand

The footswitch is so meaty that you almost
expect to be asked if you want fries with it
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this armplifier,
arne fpatum aruy

but-being ableto-defeat the masterstage from the footswitch
rmeans that although you only nnel, inp :
j hoose from thre iffi

stroctores

THD 4-12 extension speaker: sight and
totich

As with the Flexi-20 itself, the THD is designed from scratch
to be innovative and functional, and it sounds goddamn
amazing as a result. The cabinet is solidly bolted together
frarn 19mim birch ply, fingerjointed at the ners, and
strategically reinforced throughout, The unit is mounted on
ruL-Lwr burnpers and supplied with US-made clip-in castors,
h the inset steel handles, reduce the

ity far any rattle, The cabinet hd% a bass-reflex
design, althuugh instead of locating a tunneltype pont
thraugh the frant, there is simply 2 wide, nz ot cutinto
the lower back ofthe unit.

Mounted inside are two THD
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and-two-THE Inn]hum in-an-alternati

5 ﬂtted, mounted on-velcro
removablet : s-alongits|
cing oﬁthe gt

ims-to

Hearing

Just a
personality; one of the-big ellmq pomt; ofthe Fi

s some amplifiers imbue any guitar sound with their unique
Fatbsthat

your guitars timbre can bP heard ever thruugh the 1Zzies
overdrive you can dial up on the amp.
It's not often that an amp will let you hear the difference
tween two guitar | and | dont me crackly old Dick
Smith-job nexttoa spanking new Planet s-issuessuch=as
wheth ted tips m vy difference and whether thicker
shielding is a big deal are resolved once and for all - admittedly,
without auditioning the two side by side, you might not notic
ruch, But the difference is definitely audible,
Lnadpd with the bupplipd EL—'“4$. the Flexi-o0's sound is
; laced with-a kind
5 hlights, This is
annel amp per == you-want something
to go fram A wmvlt C'Pdll to squsmng flv hl—e a bummg
oil well i
readily
you're 10ukmg at an either/or situation.

GuitarHead.net Reviewed

THD P].E)(l 50 THD Flexi-50 & 4x12 cab,

— = AUS3899R-AUSZI99
GiR-USA{hothitems] = htinued from page 14.1
Format

Single=channetamplifierhead
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Bepending-onsiss such-asthe-outputefyourpickups_using
\rDLII guitar lame controbwill gi\re you-a-lotofintermediate
drive_butagain_iyoure-aftera-jumpfrom-one-end-of
ectrum i the othe ure-hetteroffliningin-a-stompb
inits—own-right the-Fle

2. 4.8 or1b Ohms
Chassis

Stesl —understeslfca
Controls
bass, middle, treble;
in and boost

age

o
g

5 ginto thp
betwepn yourax
way-to-hearho re_lake heed:
extreme-fidelity-is—a-double-edged-sword —and-we-hadto-play-with
a-couple-ofoursettings-tofcsomeshorcomingsthathad-been
8 othed 0¥ But :mu get i nqi = uull

the-ultimate

lime=outevel
Hotable=
Individualtobe-hiasing
upeaker impedenc cHon; pecially-when-used-in-conjunctio
rith boost—almostioo-easyto-getarippingtone
table=A
Ic'nq head type-ply
on-the drawing boqrd

THDO 4x12 Cab

Eormat

4 Zin-ported-cabinet

Cabinet
19mmchirchply
Speakers

2o i2in THE Vintage-plus
2 PinTHB-Eongham
Rating
F20WE1EOhms
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elf the amp i able of an extremely

tamng frarm & squeaky clean, sumptuous

hlgh end - something like

and/or boost, the amp mov
grain, then amber, all of which are fairly
ys of harmaonics, The upg me of the gain
i ith some stero zed output
s in & sheet of flame.

| and his tearm to
edge, there is no

1n»r many amp

t on ane anoth

linearway of doing it is easier than the other way rnund
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avery thrpu dlr - JICmdl prnwrtrc-n prnt 1b|-.r attnbutablp to the
carnbination of L th and Vin
thing-one—couldpo y

seems alm
you're daing

mmetm,all\» canted, \’\»e dn ah Pnormou; amountiosee to
i prane- tly - within a degree or two - in
phasewith the-fundamental=
Unfortunately we didn't have a pub date hnwd up to test the

n’Pr in true r‘umbat h ether for

the like
syolumeto

eerned like Iy the
ibly-ever-lower—its butt mooth trme stilHfloated easily

to the top of the mix, while L:Pln_; light enough to hear everything
else pretty clearly, If anything, the other two guitars mushed
together while the F i

Smell and taste
numbm of pe ct —the

mn-close_lotonlyisitpossiblefouseas
ntially-atesthedforchopping and o hanging-different
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THERE IS NO
SUCH THING
AS THE,
WORLDS
TASTIEST AMP.
HowWEVER,
THE FLEXI-BO
SMELLS DAMN
CLOSE

tube combinations

ntil you hit
upon the soun .

always

] ons in |nput

are unlikely to find &

to give you a truer rpprecpmatmn
of what your guita

puq |ny pe

oax from
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